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BURSA CULTURE, ARTS AND TOURISM FOUNDATION
39. INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN KARAGÖZ FOLK DANCE COMPETITION


7–12 JULY 2027



GENERAL RULES

1. If more than one application is received from the same country, the ensemble selected to represent that country will be determined by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation following an evaluation of the submitted documents and visual materials.

2. Competing ensembles arriving by bus may comprise a maximum of 35 people in total, including management staff, dancers, musicians and drivers. Ensembles travelling by any means other than bus may comprise a maximum of 33 people, including management staff, dancers and musicians.

3. Competing ensembles must perform on stage with no fewer than 12 (twelve) and no more than 24 (twenty-four) dancers.

4. Competing ensembles shall perform either to a digital recording or accompanied by a live orchestra consisting of no more than 6 (six) musicians.

5. In addition to the dancers and musicians participating in the competition, an ensemble may include up to 3 (three) management representatives, including the group leader, and 2 (two) drivers.

6. If the dancers and musicians listed in a competing ensemble’s delegation list do not perform on stage in their stated capacities, the ensemble shall be disqualified. All expenses relating to those individuals shall be borne by the head of the delegation.

7. Even if they are participating with a live orchestra, all competing ensembles shall perform to a digital recording during the opening ceremony.

8. Competing ensembles may not make any presentation or announcement other than the introduction delivered by the event host. However, if an ensemble submits a video introducing its country, not exceeding 45 (forty-five) seconds, the video may be screened subject to approval by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation.

9. Competing ensembles may not use flags, pennants, signs or similar objects on stage unless they are an integral part of the dance performance.

10. Ensembles competing to a digital recording must ensure that their group representative or guide is present at the sound-mixing desk throughout the performance.







11. Dancers and musicians in competing ensembles must be at least 16 (sixteen) years of age; the latest eligible date of birth is 31 December 2010. Any dancer or musician born on or after 
01 January 2011 shall not be eligible to compete. The application form submitted to us will be reviewed by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation, and any dancers or musicians who do not meet the age requirement must be replaced. If the required replacements are not made, the ensemble shall not be permitted to participate in the festival, even if it has already arrived at the competition venue.

12. Competing ensembles must check in to their hotels in Bursa no later than 6 July 2027 and check out no later than 12:00 noon on 13 July 2027. In exceptional circumstances, delays caused by transport disruptions or similar reasons may be accepted, provided the ensemble participates in the parade on 7 July 2027. Ensembles arriving after that date shall not be admitted to the event.
13. Competing ensembles must comply with the programme established by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation and observe generally accepted standards of courtesy and conduct.

14. The official language of the competition is English. Having a Turkish interpreter is preferred; however, if no interpreter is available, each competing ensemble must include at least one person who speaks English.

15. Competing ensembles must obtain valid travel health insurance for every member of their delegation and submit proof of this insurance to the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation.

16. If an ensemble chooses to travel by air, transportation costs from the airport onwards shall be covered by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation. For ensembles travelling by road, the Foundation shall cover round-trip fuel costs between the border crossing and Bursa. No additional vehicle shall be provided during the competition to ensembles arriving by road; their fuel costs shall be reimbursed by the Foundation on a per-kilometre basis.

17. For ensembles attending another event after the competition, the transportation costs associated with that event shall be covered by its organisers.
18. During the competition, local transfers, accommodation and meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) shall be provided by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation. Guests shall pay their own personal hotel expenses. Any physical damage caused to the hotels by ensemble members shall be paid for by the ensemble concerned.

19. Ensembles that fail to comply with the general rules above shall not be admitted to the competition under any circumstances, even if they have already arrived in Bursa. If they nevertheless wish to remain during the festival, they shall be responsible for their accommodation, transportation, meals and all other expenses and needs.
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BURSA CULTURE, ARTS AND TOURISM FOUNDATION
39. INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN KARAGÖZ FOLK DANCE COMPETITION


7–12 JULY 2027



COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE DAYS


PERFORMANCES AND DURATIONS:
7 July 2027 – Parade
7 July 2027 – Opening Ceremony and Performance at the Open-Air Theatre (3 Minutes)
8–9–10 July 2027 – Performances at the Open-Air Theatre (8–10 Minutes)
8–9–10 July 2027 – Outdoor Park and District Performances (15 Minutes)
11 July 2027 – Competition at the Open-Air Theatre (Minimum 6, Maximum 8 Minutes)
12 July 2027 – Competition at the Open-Air Theatre (5 Minutes) (Gala and Awards Ceremony)


	
AWARDS

	1st Prize, GOLDEN KARAGÖZ
	5.000 €

	2nd Prize, SILVER KARAGÖZ
	3.000 €

	3rd Prize, BRONZE KARAGÖZ
	2.000 €

	1 HONOURABLE MENTION
	1.000 €

	1 HONOURABLE MENTION
1 AUDIENCE SPECIAL AWARD
	1.000 €
    ---
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BURSA CULTURE, ARTS AND TOURISM FOUNDATION
39. INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN KARAGÖZ FOLK DANCE COMPETITION


7–12 JULY 2027



COUNTRY	:
CITY	:
ENSEMBLE NAME	:
ENSEMBLE ADDRESS	:
TELEPHONE NUMBER	:
MOBILE PHONE NUMBER	:
E-MAIL ADDRESS	:
ENSEMBLE LEADER	:
LANGUAGES SPOKEN	:
PARTICIPANT COUNT 	:	MALE	FEMALE
MEANS OF TRANSPORT	:
ARRIVAL DATE & TIME	:
ARRIVAL AIRPORT & FLIGHT NUMBER	:
DEPARTURE DATE & TIME	:
DEPARTURE AIRPORT & FLIGHT NUMBER	:


ON BEHALF OF ENSEMBLE	Name	:
Signature	:
Date	:





1- Please complete the form in full.
2- This form must be submitted by 1 February 2027.
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BURSA CULTURE, ARTS AND TOURISM FOUNDATION
39. INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN KARAGÖZ FOLK DANCE COMPETITION


LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

	NO.
	MANAGER NAME
	GENDER
	BIRTH DATE
	ROLE
	PASSPORT NO.
	ROOM SHARE
	

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NO.
	DANCER NAME
	GENDER
	BIRTH DATE
	ROLE
	PASSPORT NO.
	ROOM SHARE
	

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NO.
	MUSICIAN NAME
	GENDER
	BIRTH DATE
	ROLE
	PASSPORT NO.
	ROOM SHARE
	

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NO.
	DRIVER NAME
	GENDER
	BIRTH DATE
	ROLE
	PASSPORT NO.
	ROOM SHARE
	

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



1- All fields in the form must be completed in full.
2- The signed application form must reach us in PDF format before 1 February 2027.
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COMPETITION EVALUATION

1) The competition shall be evaluated by a panel of at least five international jury members appointed by the Bursa Culture, Arts and Tourism Foundation.
2) The competition running order shall be determined by a draw attended by the Competition Artistic Director and representatives of the competing ensembles.
3) Evaluation shall be conducted out of 50 points using a deduction-based scoring system in accordance with the attached criteria.
4) Calculation of scores: The highest and lowest scores awarded on the jury evaluation sheets shall be excluded. The remaining scores shall be added together and divided by the number of evaluation sheets included to determine the ensemble’s average score.
5) Determination of the final result: The scores obtained on the first and second competition days shall be added together and divided by two. The resulting average shall be announced as the ensemble’s final score.
Example: First Performance
A	B	C	D	E	F	G
41	30	44	37	36	38	42
41	+ 37 +  36 + 38 +  42 = 194 : 5 = : 38.8
Example: Second Performance
A	B	C	D	E	F	G

41	30	44	37	34	38	42

41 +37+ 34+38+42=38.4

Example: Final Score: 38.8 + 38.4 = 77.2 / 2 = 38.6

6) Competing ensembles must strictly observe their allotted performance times. A tolerance of 30 seconds below the minimum or above the maximum duration shall be permitted. If a performance falls outside this tolerance, 2 full points shall be deducted from the ensemble’s final score.
7) If ensembles have equal average scores, the following tie-break rules shall be applied in order
A) A live musical performance (orchestra) takes precedence over a digital recording.
B) The previously excluded jury evaluation sheets shall be included in the calculation.
C) The result shall be determined by drawing lots.

8) In the event of a sound, lighting or other technical failure during the competition, the Competition Artistic Director shall immediately stop the performance, and the competing ensemble shall restart its performance.
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BURSA CULTURE, ARTS AND TOURISM FOUNDATION
39. INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN KARAGÖZ FOLK DANCE COMPETITION

7–12 JULY 2027

EVALUATION FORM (DIGITAL RECORDING)
	

	
COUNTRY:
	
	NUMBER OF DANCERS:

F(            )                M(           )
	
	
	

	
CITY:
	
	NUMBER OF MUSICIANS:
	
	
	

	GROUP LEADER’S NAME:
	
	CHOREOGRAPHER’S NAME:
	
	
	

	SIGNATURE:
	

	
	
	
	

	
CRITERIA
	SCORING
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

     
COSTUME
	COSTUMES ARE NOT FOLKLORIC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4

	
	ERRORS IN COSTUME, MAKE-UP, ACCESSORIES, JEWELLERY OR PROPS
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	


MUSIC
	INSTRUMENTS OUT OF TUNE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3

	
	PITCH AND INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE ERRORS
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	ARRANGEMENT, SAMPLES, MIXING OR EDITING ERRORS
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	








DANCE
	ERRORS IN STAGE ENTRANCES AND EXITS
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	DANCE STEPS LACK FOLKLORIC CHARACTER
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	DANCER MOVEMENT, EXPRESSION OR TIMING ERRORS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	
	STAGE USE, FORMATION OR BALANCE ERRORS
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	CHOREOGRAPHY ERRORS: DANCE NARRATIVE, FORMATIONS, PATTERN CHANGES, OBSTRUCTION, REPETITION OR BALANCE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	TOTAL SCORE
	50
	
	
	

	SCORE AWARDED
	
	
	
	

	JURY MEMBER’S FULL NAME
	SIGNATURE
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BURSA CULTURE, ARTS AND TOURISM FOUNDATION
39. INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN KARAGÖZ FOLK DANCE COMPETITION

7–12 JULY 2027

EVALUATION FORM (LIVE MUSIC)
	

	
COUNTRY:
	
	NUMBER OF DANCERS:

F(            )                M(           )
	
	
	

	
CITY:
	
	NUMBER OF MUSICIANS:
	
	
	

	GROUP LEADER’S NAME:
	
	CHOREOGRAPHER’S NAME:
	
	
	

	SIGNATURE:
	

	
	
	
	

	
CRITERIA
	SCORING
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

     
COSTUME
	COSTUMES ARE NOT FOLKLORIC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4

	
	ERRORS IN COSTUME, MAKE-UP, ACCESSORIES, JEWELLERY OR PROPS
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	


MUSIC
	INSTRUMENTS OUT OF TUNE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3

	
	PITCH AND INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE ERRORS
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	POOR ORCHESTRA COORDINATION AND UNITY
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	








DANCE
	ERRORS IN STAGE ENTRANCES AND EXITS
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	DANCE STEPS LACK FOLKLORIC CHARACTER
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	DANCER MOVEMENT, EXPRESSION OR TIMING ERRORS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	
	STAGE USE, FORMATION OR BALANCE ERRORS
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	CHOREOGRAPHY ERRORS: DANCE NARRATIVE, FORMATIONS, PATTERN CHANGES, OBSTRUCTION, REPETITION OR BALANCE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	TOTAL SCORE
	50
	
	
	

	SCORE AWARDED
	
	
	
	

	JURY MEMBER’S FULL NAME
	SIGNATURE
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EXPLANATION OF COMPETITION CRITERIA

1. COSTUME
1.1 COSTUMES ARE NOT FOLKLORIC

Competing ensembles must perform in costumes that reflect the folk traditions of their respective countries. If an ensemble wears costumes that do not belong to its own tradition or that display modern characteristics, all festival jury members shall apply a fixed deduction of 4 (four) points to the ensemble’s score.


1.2 ERRORS IN COSTUME PRESENTATION, MAKE-UP, ACCESSORIES, JEWELLERY AND USE OF DANCE PROPS
A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each instance of careless costume presentation; costume items becoming loose, falling apart or falling off; missing costume elements; make-up or jewellery being inconsistent with the ensemble’s overall appearance; or dance props being used other than for their intended purpose.


2. MUSIC
2.1 INSTRUMENTS OUT OF TUNE

The tuning of the instruments forming the orchestra shall be assessed only during the first performance. If a tuning problem is identified during that performance, all jury members shall apply a fixed deduction of 3 (three) points to the ensemble’s score. Tuning problems arising from external factors after the first performance shall not be taken into account.


2.2 PITCH ERRORS (SHARP/FLAT) AND FAULTS IN THE ORCHESTRA’S INSTRUMENTAL BALANCE AND PERFORMANCE
A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each error involving pitch deviations (sharp or flat notes) in the instruments or vocals; incompatibility between orchestral instruments; lack of cohesion in performance; inappropriate distribution of musical parts for the dance theme; or an imbalance in sound.
2.3 ERRORS IN ARRANGEMENT, SAMPLED SOUNDS, MIXING, MASTERING AND EDITING
For digital recordings, 1 (one) point shall be deducted for each instance of inconsistent audio quality, excessively boosted bass or treble frequencies, or errors in editing or mastering.
Note: This criterion applies only to ensembles performing to digital recordings (CDs or previously recorded performances); it does not apply to ensembles performing with live music.


3. DANCE
3.1 ERRORS IN STAGE ENTRANCES AND EXITS

A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each error in the use of the designated backstage areas during entrances and exits, or in the application of symmetry/asymmetry and selection of stage entrances and exits. Where a performance involves multiple entrances or exits, 1 (one) point shall also be deducted for each unnecessary additional entrance or exit, except where required for costume changes, separate performances by male and female dancers, or the collection or return of dance props.

3.2 DANCE STEPS LACK FOLKLORIC CHARACTER
A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each incorrect representation, within the movement patterns, of the distinctive and defining characteristics of the dances of the country concerned.
3.3 DANCER MOVEMENT, EXPRESSION OR TIMING ERRORS

A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each error resulting from a lack of unity or cohesion in the dancers’ movements, inconsistent expression appropriate to the dance theme, or failure of individual dancers or the group to synchronise their steps with the music even when its melody, rhythm and tempo are performed correctly.

3.4 INCORRECT STAGE USE AND FORMATION ERRORS IN AESTHETIC AND PHYSICAL BALANCE

A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each error in aesthetic or physical positioning on stage, including the incorrect use of symmetrical or asymmetrical balance.

3.5 CHOREOGRAPHIC ERRORS: LACK OF COHERENCE BETWEEN DANCE NARRATIVE AND FORMATIONS, FAULTY PATTERN TRANSITIONS, OBSTRUCTION, EXCESSIVE REPETITION AND NUMERICAL OR PHYSICAL IMBALANCE
A deduction of 1 (one) point shall be made for each error involving a lack of consistency between the dance narrative and the stage formations, incorrect pattern transitions, one formation obscuring another, excessive repetition of figures, or numerical and physical imbalance among the dancers.
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